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A Message From the Immediate Past President 

R.T. Delhomme 
LFDA Immediate Past President 

“With the help of 
many dedicated 
LFDA members, I 
have been able to 

stick to [my] 
resolutions and 

accomplish many 
things during my 

term as President.” 

Wow, what an amazing year it has been to be the President of the Louisiana Funeral 
Directors Association! 
 
First, I would like to thank Wes Castille and his family for allowing me to spend time away 
from the funeral home and work alongside our association and leaders in the funeral 
industry.  I would like to thank all of my coworkers that supported me and pulled my slack 
while I was out of the office.  Finally, I would like to thank my wife, Kelly, and children, 
Gabriel and Caroline, for supporting me for the last year. 
 
At the beginning of the year, I wrote about my resolutions.  With the help of many 
dedicated LFDA members, I have been able to stick to these resolutions and accomplish 
many things during my term as President.  
 
First, I became more actively involved in the organization.  I had the opportunity to travel to 
meetings around the state, meet new funeral directors and embalmers and heard about the 
great services they are providing to their community. 
 
Second, our communications committee has been researching options for a new website for 
LFDA and we are excited to announce we will be implementing a new and improved 
website later this year that will help us network and share information better than before.  
 
Third, we had great educational programs this year across the state, including six hours 
offered at the Annual Convention.  Speakers at the convention included Chuck Bowman, 
NFDA At-Large Representative, who gave us an update on NFDA, motivational speaker, Cal 
LeMon, who was sponsored by SFLIC, and Vernie Fountain who did a presentation on 
Embalming.  We hope that everyone enjoyed the speakers and spread the word that LFDA 
is the organization for quality continuing education! 
 
Finally, I worked alongside the LFDA Laws & Legislative Committee during the legislative 
session and traveled to Baton Rouge on several occasions to see how our wonderful state 
works.  During session, we rewrote the internship law to make it friendlier for interns, easier 
for funeral homes to hire interns, and make interns more of an asset to the funeral 
home.  We also met with the Louisiana Coroners Association and the Louisiana Insurance 
Commission about other important issues facing our funeral industry and will continue to work 
with them in the future. 
 
During my term, I worked alongside the Tatman Group, especially Kathleen O’Regan, and 

saw the professionalism and 
quality they provide to our 
association.  They are truly an 
asset to our organization.  
 
I wish Joel Swisher the best of 
luck!  I know he is a great 
leader that will lead LFDA on 
to be better and more unified 
than we have ever been 
before! 
 
Sincerely, 
RT Delhomme 
LFDA Immediate Past President 

STAY CONNECTED WITH LFDA 

Facebook.com/LAfuneraldirectors 

@LouisianaFDA 



2014-2015 LFDA Board of  Directors Executive Director & Staff 

The Louisiana Funeral Directors Association (LFDA) 
promotes integrity in the funeral service industry 
through education, legislation, networking and 

communications. 

LFDA Mission Statement 

LFDA Leadership 

Have an interesting article to include in the LFDA 
Newsletter?  Send suggested articles to Kathleen 
O’Regan at the LFDA office.  Your article could 

appear in the next quarterly issue!   
 

Office: (225) 767-7640 
Fax: (225) 767-7648 

Email: LFDA@tatmangroup.com 
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President 
Joel Swisher 

Hixson Brothers Funeral Home 
joel@hixsonbrothers.com 

(318) 442-3363 
 

Treasurer 
William Wimberly 

Ardoin Funeral Home 
wimberly@legacyfuneralgroup.com 

(337) 457-3371 
 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Timothy I. Dulany 

Osborn Funeral Home 
osbornfuneralhome@centurytel.net 

(318) 865-8426 
 

Southwest Governor 
Benjamin Ross Walters 
Walters Funeral Home 
ross@waltersfh.com 

(337) 706-8941 
 

North Governor 
David Sanson 

Golden Funeral Home 
davidsanson@centurytel.net 

(318) 564-1087 

Vice-President 
Corey Tullier 

Greenoaks Funeral Home 
Corey.tullier@dignitymemorial.com 

(225) 925-5331 
 

Secretary 
Kyle Deichmann 

New Orleans Care and Cremation Center 
kdeichmann@stei.com 

(504) 486-6331 
 

Immediate Past President 
R. T. Delhomme 

Martin & Castille Funeral Home 
rt@mourning.com 
(337) 234-2311 

 
Southeast Governor 

Isabel Espinosa 
Ourso Funeral Home 

Isabel.espinosa@sci-us.com 
(225) 479-8122 

 
South Governor 
Boyd Mothe, Jr. 

Mothe Funeral Homes 
mothefunerals@yahoo.com 

(504) 366-4343 

LFDA 
P.O. Box 82531 

Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Telephone:  (225) 767-7640  

Fax:  (225) 767-7648 
Email: LFDA@tatmangroup.com 

 
Executive Director 

David Tatman 
david@tatmangroup.com 

 
Senior Account Manager 

Kathleen O’Regan 
kathleen@tatmangroup.com 

 
Assistant Account Manager 

Raven Duncil 
raven@tatmangroup.com 
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Peter “Butch” Mulhearn 
Policy Board  

Representative 

Policy Board In Review 

“LFDA had a 
wonderful Annual 
Convention which 

provided tremendous 
speakers for 

continuing education 
and a productive 

executive and 
member meeting.” 

I just got back from Baton Rouge attending the LFDA 2014 Annual Convention on June 22-
24, 2014 at the L’Auberge Casino Hotel in Baton Rouge, LA. LFDA had a wonderful Annual 
Convention which provided tremendous speakers for continuing education and a productive 
Executive Committee and General Membership meetings. I would like to extend my personal 
thank you to Big Boyd, Boyd Mothe, Sr., for his dedication, knowledge and service to the 
Laws and Legislative Committee over the last 40 plus years. Without people like Big Boyd, 
LFDA would not be the organization it is today. Big Boyd, you have set the standard for the 
rest of us to follow.  

 

FAMIC is going all out on their campaign, “Have the Talk of a Lifetime”. If you or your 
funeral home has not looked into “Have the Talk of a Lifetime,” today would be a good day 
to start. This campaign will move forward this year in full force. This is one of the best 
campaigns I have seen in a longtime. FAMIC will provide information pamphlets and other 
promotional materials. It is a great tool to include your website.  

 

NDFA also offers valuable tools that will benefit your funeral home including grief resources. 
I have personally found the resources focused on grieving children and teens very useful. In 
my report I gave at the General Membership meeting, I mentioned Sesame Street Books for 
children that NFDA provides free of charge. Make use of these free and helpful tools by 
contacting NFDA today. 

 

The NFDA Leadership Conference is coming up in Napa Valley, CA July 13 -16, 2014. 
There will be two new at-large representatives elected at this meeting. In every NFDA 
meeting I attend, I seem to always take away knowledge to help me as a funeral director 
and/or funeral home owner with the families I serve. Always remember the numerous 
resources that NFDA provides to its members. If anyone has any questions about NFDA that I 
can be of assistance with please don’t hesitate to call.   

 

 



David Tatman 
LFDA Executive Director 

and  
Legislative Lobbyist 

 

David Tatman, Executive Director & Legislative Lobbyist 

Tune In 
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“The Louisiana 
Funeral Directors 

Association tracked 
twenty bills, 

sixteen house bills 
and four senate 
bills during the 
2014 Regular 
Session of the 

Louisiana 
Legislature.”  

The 2014 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature adjourned Sine Die on June 2, 2014 
at 6:00 PM! The intensity of session in the first few weeks was uncharacteristic of the process. 
Legislators started hearing bills almost immediately. The first few weeks were extremely 
busy. The legislative activity returned to a normal pace midway through the session.  The 
final week was slow with most of the major issue being worked out, avoiding the typical last 
minute rush. With only a few very controversial bills in play the House and Senate were 
quite. The budget, oil and gas (legacy) lawsuits, plumbing and common core took center 
stage as controversial bills.    

The Louisiana Funeral Directors Association tracked twenty bills, sixteen house bills and four 
senate bills during the 2014 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature.  The following 
narrative highlights the bills we were most involved with throughout the legislative process. 

HB 466 by Rep. Burns: House Bill 466 by Representative Henry L. Burns provides for 
requirements relative to the disposal of human remains.  LFDA representatives met early on 
with the Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs regarding the Department of Defense 
form 93 and expressed our concerns.  The LFDA legislative committee worked closely with 
Rep. Burns and the Veterans Affairs office to ensure that the language would not negatively 
impact the families of those veterans. Rep. Burns accepted all of the LFDA recommended 
amendments.  HB 466 passed and became Act 819 of the 2014 Regular Session of the 
Louisiana legislature effective as of August 1, 2014. 

HB 1002 by Rep. Ritchie: House Bill 1002 by Representative Harold Ritchie was sponsored 
by the Louisiana Funeral Directors Association and provides with respect to embalmers and 
funeral directors.  House Bill 1002 passed and became Act 264 of the 2014 Regular 
Session of the Louisiana Legislature effective August 1, 2014.  For individuals seeking 
licensure by examination, the most common path, the law allows the funeral director 
candidate to serve up to 2/3 of his internship prior to or while attending school.  It also 
allows the intern to either accelerate the internship, by working more hours while completing 
the same amount of required tasks in as little as nine months, or allows the intern to work on 
a part-time basis and complete his internship over a period as long as two years.  For those 
seeking licensure by endorsement, the law would allow those funeral directors and/or 
embalmers duly licensed in other states to apply for a temporary license.  The temporary 
license would be issued for a period of not less than three months nor more than six months.  
Upon completion he would be issued a Louisiana license without the further need to maintain 
the licensed being endorsed.  Finally, the law allows the Authorizing Agent to sign the 
Cremation Authorization before a funeral director or notary public.  This would facilitate 
those Authorizing Agents who for example may live out of town and cannot sign the form in 
the presence of a funeral director. 

HB 1124 by Rep. Ritchie: House Bill 1124 by Representative Harold Ritchie authorizes 
funeral directors to determine life insurance coverage of deceased person and was 
sponsored by the Louisiana Funeral Directors Association.  The bill language was modeled 
after North Carolina law with the intent that funeral directors would have the ability to 
make inquiries of insurers regarding life insurance on deceased person..  LFDA and LIC met 
multiple times to discuss the legislation.  There will be additional meetings over the year in 
order to come to a compromise.  If you are interested in participating, please contact LFDA. 

SB 378 by Sen. Claitor: Senate Bill 378 by Senator Dan Claitor provides relative to the 
sale, purchase, and use of caskets sold to the public by vendors other than funeral directors 
or funeral establishments.  SB 378 attempted to clarify the law from the Supreme Court 
ruling on third party caskets.   

 

Continued on page 7. 
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The LFDA Laws & Legislative Committee met with Sen. Claitor and offered amendments that 
would have put this legislation in the proper posture.  After the amendments were given to 
Sen. Claitor, there was no further action taken on the bill and never heard in the Senate 
Commerce Committee 

SB 611 by Sen. Riser: Senate Bill 611 by Senator Neil Riser provides relative to disposition 
of human remains.  LFDA met with members of the Louisiana Coroner’s Association to 
address Louisiana Coroner’s Association’s (LCA) concerns with this legislation.  As a 
compromise, the two groups agreed to a Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) to try and 
address these issues.  If you have any issues with unclaimed bodies, please notify LFDA and 
we will work with the LCA through this MOU. 

Over the 85 days, the legislature considered 1969 bills. There were 1284 House Bills and 
685 Senate Bills filed during this session. Next year will be an election year with a lame 
duck governor. It will be interesting to see the path the legislature chooses to take in 2015. 
We want to thank all of you who participated in the process by contacting legislators and 
providing guidance and direction to the lobbying effort.  

 

 

 

 

Tune In Cont. 
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LFDA News 

LFDA Southwest District Meeting Highlights 
The LFDA Southwest District 
held their District Meeting on 
June 4, 2014 at Crawfish 
Town USA in Breaux Bridge, 
LA. Forty-three members 
were in attendance at the 
meeting. 

The Southwest District would 
like to congratulate Lane 
Bernard with Martin & 
Castille Funeral Home on his 
successful term as District 
Governor and wish the 
newly appointed Southwest 
District Governor Ross 
Walters with Walters 

Funeral Home much success 
in 2014-2015! 

 

 

Sponsors: 

Pellerin Funeral Home 
Evangeline Funeral Home 

 

 

For more information on upcoming district events, please visit LFDA’s website, 
www.lfdaweb.org.  District pages are updated under the  

‘Members Only’ section of the website as information is received. 
 

If you do not have your login information, please contact  
the LFDA office at 225-767-7640 or LFDA@tatmangroup.com 

LFDA Southeast District Meeting Highlights 

The LFDA Southeast District 
held their District Meeting on 
April 2, 2014 at Greenoaks 
Memorial Park, Funeral 
Home and Reception Center 
in Baton Rouge, LA. Over 60 
funeral directors attended 
the meeting, which featured 
free continuing education 
with Pam Cart and Jerrad 
Daigle from LOPA followed 
by a crawfish boil.  
“We were really excited for 
the turnout we had for our 
membership drive and glad 
that we could provide to 
all members and non-
members continuing 
education hours at no cost,” 
said Southeast District 
Governor, Isabel Espinosa. 
“We continue to work with 
some prospects that we 

gained during our meeting 
and look forward to 
bringing back the Southeast 
District.”  
LFDA would like to thank all 
the attendees of the 
Southeast District Meeting 
and Southeast District 
Governor Isabel Espinosa 
for hosting an amazing 
event! 

Featured Entertainment: 
Anthony Marcello 

 

Sponsors: 
Dignity Memorial 

Aurora Casket Company 
Matthews Casket Company 

Bass Mollett Publishers 
Batesville Casket Company 

Security National Life 
Insurance Company 

Security Industrial Insurance 
Company 

Resthaven Garden of 
Memory & Funeral Home 
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Certificate of Excellence 

 Baker Funeral Home, Baker, La. 

 Brandon G. Thompson Funeral Home, 
Hammond, La. 

 Geesey Ferguson Funeral Home, Crowley, 
La. 

 Kilpatrick Funeral Homes, Monroe, La.; 
West Monroe, La.; Ruston, La.; Farmerville, 
La. 

 Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral Home, New 
Orleans, La. 

 Melancon Funeral Homes, Carencro, La. 

 Mothe Funeral Homes, New Orleans, La. 

 Mulhearn Funeral Homes, Monroe, La.; 
West Monroe, La.; Rayville, La.; 
Winnsboro, La. 

 Resthaven Funeral Home, Baton Rouge, La. 

 Rush Funeral Homes, Oakdale, La. 

The Louisiana Funeral Directors Association 
(LFDA) is pleased to announce the eleven 
funeral homes that earned a 2014 Certificate 
of Excellence Award.  The Award is presented 
annually to firms that have demonstrated a 
commitment to raising the bar on funeral 
service excellence by providing outstanding 
service to families and communities. 

To earn a LFDA Certificate of Excellence 
Award, a funeral home must verify attendance 
at two or more conventions, conferences, 
seminars or meetings; participate in at least 
two educational programs; and host at least 
two community outreach programs. 
Award recipients were formally honored by 
LFDA on June 24, 2014 at the Installation 
Banquet during the 2014 LFDA Annual 
Convention.   
2014 LFDA Certificate of Excellence Award 
Recipients include: 

 Ardoin’s Funeral Home, Ville Platte, La. 

The 13 LFDA 2014 Certificate of  
Excellence Award Winners take the 
stage at the LFDA Installation Banquet 
on June 24, 2014. 

LFDA News Continued. 

The Louisiana Funeral Directors Association 
(LFDA) bestowed Boyd Mothe, Jr. with the 
honor of 2014 C. A. Charlet Funeral Director 
of the Year. He was recognized during the 
Installation Banquet held at the LFDA Annual 
Convention on June 24, 2014 at the 
L’Auberge Casino Hotel in Baton Rouge, La. 

Mothe is a 5th generation embalmer and 
vice president of Mothe Funeral Homes in 
New Orleans, La. He is the south district 
governor, laws and legislative committee 
chairman, a past-president and a long 
standing member of LFDA. He is active in 
multiple community organizations, provides 
continuing education across the state and 
was awarded the LDFA Outstanding District 
Award in both 2013 and 2014. Mothe was 

recognized with this award because of his 
continued contributions to the funeral industry 
through his integrity, example, leadership 
and service.  

The C. A. Charlet Funeral Director of the 
Year Award was established in 2002 and is 
in honor of C. A. Charlet, LFDA’s first 
executive director who served the association 
for 17 years. The award is given to a funeral 
director regarded by others as a role model 
who goes above and beyond the call of their 
everyday work to make a difference. The 
recipient is an exceptional and dedicated 
volunteer that has made outstanding 
contributions to the advancement of the 
funeral profession. 

Convention on June 24, 2014 at the 
L’Auberge Casino Hotel in Baton Rouge, La. 
The LFDA Outstanding District Award is 
given out annually to recognize the district 
that is active in their area, encourage 
participation throughout the state, and 
promote a high degree of integrity in 
funeral service.   

The Louisiana Funeral Directors Association 
honored Boyd Mothe Jr., South District 
Governor, with the honor of Outstanding 
District for the second consecutive year.  
Kyle Diechmann, Chairperson of the 
Outstanding District Award committee, 
honored Mr. Mothe and his district during the 
Installation Banquet at the LFDA Annual 

C.A. Charlet Funeral Director of the Year 

Outstanding District 

Boyd Mothe, Jr. accepts the 2014 C.A. 
Charlet Funeral Director of the Year 
award with his family by his side.  

L to R: R.T. Delhomme, Kyle Diechmann 
and Boyd Mothe, Jr.  
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LFDA News Continued 

The Louisiana Funeral 
Directors Association (LFDA) 
has announced the 2014-
2015 slate of officers and 
directors.  The ten funeral 
directors installed include:  
President, Joel L. Swisher; 
Vice-President, Corey Tullier; 
Treasurer, William Wimberly; 
Secretary, Kyle Deichmann; 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Timmothy I. 
Dulany; Immediate Past 
President, R.T. Delhomme; 
Southwest District Governor, 
Benjamin Ross Walters; 
Southeast District Governor, 
Isabel Espinosa; North District 
Governor, David Sanson; and 
South District Governor, Boyd 
Mothe, Jr. 
The recently installed LFDA 
Board of Directors was 
announced during the 
Installation Banquet at the 
LFDA Annual Convention held 
at the L’Auberge Casino Hotel 
in Baton Rouge, La. on June 
24, 2014. 
President Joel L. Swisher is the 
general manager of Hixson 
Brothers Funeral Home in 
Alexandria, La. He earned his 
degree in Mortuary Science 
from Commonwealth College 
in Houston, Tx and is a 
licensed funeral director and 
embalmer. 
Vice-President Corey Tullier is 
the general manager of 
Greenoaks Memorial Park, 
Funeral Home and Reception 
Center in Baton Rouge, La.  
He graduated with a degree 
in Mortuary Science from 
Delgado in New Orleans, La 
in 1999.   
Treasurer William Wimberly 
is the general manger of 
Ardoin’s Funeral Home in 
Eunice, La. He is a native of 
Church Point, graduated from 
Church Point High and served 
in the United States Army.  He 

received his degree from 
Commonwealth Institute of 
Funeral Service and the 
University of Pheonix.   
Secretary Kyle Deichmann is 
general manager of the New 
Orleans Care and Cremation 
Center in New Orleans, La.  
He attended Ecole Classique, 
Tulane University and 
received his mortuary degree 
at Delgado Community 
College.   
Sergeant-at-Arms Timothy I. 
Dulany has served as general 
manager of Osborn Funeral 
Home in Shreveport, La for 
the past 18 years. He 
received his degree from the 
Dallas Institute of Mortuary 
Science in Emblaming and 
Funeral Directing.  
Immediate Past President R.T. 
Delhomme is the general 

manager of Martin & Castille 
Funeral Home in Lafayette, 
La.  He is a fourth generation 
funeral director and 
embalmer and earned his 
degree in Mortuary Science 
from Delgado Community 
College in New Orleans, La. 
Southwest District Governor 
Benjamin Ross Walters Ross is 
a staff member at Walters 
Funeral Home in Lafayette, 
La. He obtained a Bachelor's 
Degree in Business 
Administration from the 
University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette and graduated 
from the Commonwealth 
Institute of Funeral Service in 
December 2007.  
Southeast District Governor 
Isabel Espinosa is from 
Metairie and is the location 
manager for Ourso Funeral 

Home in Donaldsonville, 
White Castle and Pierre Part, 
La. She has a Bachelor 
degree in Sociology from 
Tulane University. She went to 
Dallas Institute of Funeral 
Service, where she received 
her degree in Mortuary 
Science. Isabel also has a 
dual license in Texas. 
North District Governor David 
Sanson is staff member at 
Golden Funeral Home in 
Bastrop, La. He has been in 
funeral service since 1988 
and is a 1994 graduate of 
Dallas Institute of Funeral 
Service.  
South District Governor Boyd 
Mothe, Jr. is Vice President of 
Mothe Funeral Homes in the 
New Orleans area.  He is a 
licensed funeral director and 
embalmer who graduated 
National Selected Morticians 
“Business and Management 
School” of the National 
Foundation of Funeral Service 
in 1983. 

LFDA Installs 2014—2015 Board of  Directors 

Top photo. Top row from left to right: 
Ross Walters, Walters Funeral Home; 
Kyle Deichmann, New Orleans Care & 
Cremation Center; Corey Tullier, 
Greenoaks Memorial Park;  Charles 
“Chuck” Bowman, NFDA At-Large Rep. 
Bottom row from left to right: Isabel 
Espinosa, Ourso Funeral Home; Boyd 
Mothe, Jr., Mothe Funeral Homes;  
William Wimberly, Ardoin’s Funeral 
Home of Eunice; Timothy I. Dulany, 
Osborn Funeral Home; R.T. Delhomme, 
Martin & Castille Funeral Home. Not  
pictured: David Sanson, Golden Funeral 
Home. 
Battom photo  from left to right:  Charles 
“Chuck” Bowman, NFDA At-Large Rep; 
Joel L. Swisher, Hixson Brothers Funeral 
Home; Edie Hixson, Hixson Brothers 
Funeral Home. 
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LDFA 2014 Annual Convention Highlights 

The 2014 Annual Convention 
was held June 22-24, 2014 
at L’Auberge Casino Hotel in 
Baton Rouge, LA. 
The convention was kicked 
off with LFDA’s Annual Golf 
Tournament that was held at 
Pelican Point in Gonzalez, 
LA.  After a competitive 
tournament, Craig Gill, R.T. 
Delhomme, Gary Weber, 
Ray Dupree and Scott 
Haynes, came in 1st place, 
Gerard Schoen won the 
Closest to the Hole contest, 
and Beau Mothe won the 
Longest Drive contest. 
CONGRATULATIONS to all 
of our winners!  Thank you to 
all of our golf sponsors:  
Bass-Mollett Publishers, 
Starmark Funeral Products, 
and Matthews International. 
Sunday evening attendees 
attended the Welcome 
Reception that included the 
first of 3 days of the 2nd 
Annual Silent Auction 
benefitting the Gerald M. 
Robbins, Sr. Scholarship 
Fund. 
Monday included 4 hours of 
continuing education that 
began with the Welcome 
Address by NFDA At-Large 
Representative Charles T. 
“Chuck” Bowman followed 
by Cal LeMon, President of 
Executive Enrichment, who 
was the keynote speaker 
presenting twice on Monday.  
His presentations included 
“The Y Factor: Creativity as 
a Business Strategy” and 
“Strategic Thinking: Seeing 
Your Tomorrow Today” 
sponsored by SFLIC.  
On Tuesday morning, Vernie 
Fountain, founder of the 
Fountain Academy of 
Professional Embalming 
Skills, presented on 

“Embalming & Reconstruction 
of Massive Trauma” which 
gave helpful tips and tricks 
on approaching the funeral 
preparation process.  
Big thanks to all our 
speakers that took time out 
of their busy schedules to 
share valuable information 
with our members. 
The Exhibitor showroom and 
brunch with exhibitors was 
once again a huge hit 
amongst attendees. While 
networking during the 
Exhibitor Hall Viewing, 
attendees participated in 
the 2nd Annual Silent 
Auction. The auction raised 
over $4,000 for the Gerald 
M. Robbins Scholarship Fund. 
Thank you to all our silent 
auction sponsors that 
participated this year to 
make the event a success. 
On Tuesday evening, a 
Service of Remembrance 
sponsored by Dignity 
Memorial was held to honor 
the lives and 
accomplishments of five 
LFDA members that passed 
away during the last year. 
Those members were: James 
Lamar “PeeWee” Munn, Sr., 
Munn Transportation; David 
E. Smith, Blanchard-St.Denis 
Funeral Home; Kent J. 
Juneau, Hixson Brothers 
Funeral Home; Bille 
Delhomme, Delhomme 
Funeral Home; and Leroy 
Ordoyne, Landry’s Funeral 
Home and Thibodaux 
Funeral Home. 
The convention concluded 
with the Installation Banquet 
Tuesday evening where 
many of our members were 
honored, including Linda 
Lindley who celebrated 50 
years in the funeral 

profession this year; Boyd 
Mothe, Sr. for serving on the 
LDFA Laws & Legislation 
Committee from 1967-
2014, Boyd Mothe, Jr. 
Outstanding District winner 
and C.A. Charlet Funeral 
Director of the Year; our 13 
LFDA funeral home 
recipients of the Certificate 
of Excellence and new LFDA 
President Joel Swisher!  
The family of the late 
Gerald M. Robbins, Sr. also 
presented past president 
R.T. Delhomme with a 
$11,000  donation for the 
scholarship fund raised 
through personal fundraising 
efforts by the family. LFDA 
extends great appreciation 
to the Robbins family for 
their continuous support to 
LFDA. 
On behalf of everyone in 
LFDA, thank you to our 
sponsors, exhibitors and 
attendees. Your support 
makes it possible to continue 
to bring quality programs 
and networking 
opportunities to LFDA. We 
hope all of our attendees 
gained valuable knowledge 
in the industry and created 
lasting relationships. 

To view more pictures from 
the 2014 Annual 
Convention, please visit our 
Facebook page and “Like” 
us!  

facebook.com/
LAfuneraldirectors 

Did you miss the LFDA Annual Convention? 
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LDFA 2014 Annual Convention Highlights Cont. 

Sloane McGregor giving David  
Rabinhorst a Drew Brees signed 

football from Security National Life 
Insurance Company 

 
LFDA Installation Banquet Raffle Prizes donated by the 

family of the Late Gerald M. Robbins, Sr. 

Louis Muhleisen presents Boyd Mothe, Sr. with a 
plaque honoring his 47 years of service to the LFDA 

Laws & Legislative Committee 

The family of the late Gerald M. Robbins, Sr. attends the LFDA 
Installation Banquet. LFDA would like to thank the Robbins family 
for all of their hard work during the 2014 Annual Convention and 

dedication to LFDA! 

Attendees pay remembrance to those who have 
passed at the 2014 Service of Remembrance spon-

sored by Dignity Memorial. 

LFDA Immediate Past President R.T. Delhomme 
and LFDA Senior Account Manager Kathleen 
O’Regan at the LFDA Installation Banquet 



ULM confers honorary doctorate to Kilpatrick  
written by Zach Parker, OuachitaCitizen.com 

life has been a dream. It has been a wonderful 
thing.” 

Kilpatrick, a Farmerville native, took his father’s 
funeral home business, Kilpatrick Funeral Home, 
to Ruston in the early 1950s. As the business 
grew, Kilpatrick decided to open another 
funeral home in West Monroe in 1958 when he 
married Carole. 

“I came here and married a West Monroe girl, 
and we have had a great life,” Kilpatrick said. 

The Kilpatrick’s have been married for 55 
years. They have three daughters and four 
grandchildren. 

“Whatever he does, he does with all of his 
heart and mind,” said Carole Kilpatrick. “He 
feels very strongly about his family, church and 
community. ULM holds a special place in his 
heart. We have been involved there for many 
years on many levels.” 

Kilpatrick said he planned to work with the 
university’s SOAR initiative to raise $450 million 
for ULM’s future. 

“They need the money to handle business, and it 
could be the seat of economic development,” 
Kilpatrick said. “It’s a much better university 
than people know now. We have a great 
president out there, and he needs the money to 
make it a top-tier university.” 

Kilpatrick also is a member of the West Monroe 
Chamber of Commerce, the Monroe Chamber of 
Commerce, West Monroe’s Lion’s Club, and the 
United Way. In 2012, he was honored with the 
A.O. Evans award by the West Monroe 
chamber. 

The University of Louisiana-Monroe honored 
Tex Kilpatrick, CEO of Kilpatrick Enterprises, 
with an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters 
for service to the university. 

ULM President Nick Bruno said Kilpatrick was 
“very deserving” for an honor that was “long 
overdue.” 

Kilpatrick was honored with the honorary 
doctorate during ULM’s spring commencement 
ceremony this past weekend. 

“He has given up his time and his resources to 
advance higher education,” Bruno said. “The 
university has not awarded many honorary 
doctorates. It’s a significant thing, and it’s not 
often or lightly given out, but the university 
wanted to honor him with its highest honor.” 

Kilpatrick said he was “surprised” by the 
university’s decision. 

“I told them, ‘There are a lot more people than 
me deserving this honor. But if you really want 
to give it to me, I guess I will take it,’” Kilpatrick 
said. “I have been involved in supporting our 
higher education system because I feel the 
future is going to be in the hands of our 
children who are educated at our universities.” 

Kilpatrick has served as a member of Louisiana 
State University’s Alumni Board—his alma 
mater—and has shown unwavering support to 
his wife Carole Eady Kilpatrick’s alma mater, 
ULM. 

Kilpatrick was appointed to the University of 
Louisiana System board where he served from 
1997-2002 and has aided ULM in many 
capacities including service as vice president of 
the ULM Foundation. He also has been a big 
supporter of ULM’s Lyceum Series for years. 

“Mr. Kilpatrick has served higher education in 
many capacities,” Bruno said. “He has been 
involved in raising money for the university. He 
was involved in raising money to build the 
president’s home several years ago.” 

As a young man, Kilpatrick said he did not think 
about much beyond getting through 
embalmment school. 

“I didn’t realize then, but after you have a 
business and it grows andit expands, you have 
a greater opportunity to work hard for more 
than just yourself,” Kilpatrick said. “My whole 
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“I have been 
involved in 

supporting our 
higher education 
system because I 
feel the future is 
going to be in the 

hands of our 
children who are 
educated at our 
universities.” 

Tex  Kilpatrick, CEO of Kilpatrick 
 Enterprises, accepts his Honorary  

Doctorate of Humane Letters from ULM. 
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On December 21, 2013, Kilpatrick Funeral Home in Monroe, 
LA was hit by the Mother Nature with what was  

determined to be wind shears.  It caused the entire roof to be 
torn off along with other extensive damages to the property. 
For four months, the Kilpatrick Funeral Home was closed while 
the 10,000 square foot facility was completely renovated.  

Built in 1977, Kilpatrick reopened on May 1, 2014 and 
features a more functional and home-like layout for families 
in the Monroe area. 

“Renovation is complete at our Monroe location and we are 
now able to provide families with greater comfort and 
convenience,” said Laura Kilpatrick Marchelos, President & 
Licensed Funeral Director.  

Kilpatrick held a ribbon cutting ceremony on May 9, 2014, 
allowing the community to come visit. 

Kilpatrick Funeral Home renovated after tornado damage 

Pictures of the renovations at Kilpatrick Funeral Home in Monroe, La. 



LFDA Southeast District Governor Isabel Espinosa Awarded Scholarship  
to attend NFDA Women’s Conference 

costs associated with attending NFDA’s 
Professional Women’s Conference.  
 
Scholarship benefits are provided each year 
through generous supporters of the conference. 
The 2014 FSF Scholarship Program included 
scholarship recipients’ conference registration 
fees, and awards a $1,000 travel and 
accommodation stipend per recipient.  
 
“Since 2002 generous contributions from our 
donors have allowed the Foundation to award 
NFDA Professional Women’s Conference 
Scholarships to women who are making a 
difference in funeral service,” said Kathy 
Wisnefski, executive director of the Funeral 
Service Foundation. “The Foundation and its 
supporters are honored that this scholarship 
program makes it possible for deserving women 
from across the profession to come together to 
network, collaborate and learn from one 
another.”  
 
FSF also supports four additional annual 
scholarships made available to current students 
pursuing a career in the profession.  Along with 
providing scholarships, the Foundation 
proactively explores relevant and innovative 
funding opportunities that will enhance the 
deathcare profession, benefit funeral directors 
and allied professionals, thus making a timely 
impact on local communities. 

The Funeral Service Foundation (FSF) awarded 
LFDA Southeast District Governor Isabel 
Espinosa one of five scholarships to the NFDA 
Professional Women’s Conference on April 25-
27 in Atlanta, Georgia.  
 
“I enjoyed the NFDA Women's Conference 
because it gave me the opportunity to be able 
to network with other women,” said Espinosa.  

“The seminars gave insight to information that 
was important to know as a female how to 
handle certain situations in the business. The 
funeral business is slowly changing, it was once 
dominated by men but as times are changing 
women will dominate the business. I would 
recommend this conference to any of the 
women in the business that want to grow in a 
leadership perspective or want to be able to 
network with other women in the business and 
learn new things among the fellow attendees. I 
recommend that if someone wants to attend, 
the Funeral Service Foundation has an 
opportunity for any female in the business to 
apply for a scholarship that will reimburse them 
for their expenses to attend a Women's 
Conference. It's an incredible opportunity that 
shouldn't be passed up! I look forward to 
attending many more in the future!” 
 
The NFDA Professional Women’s Conference 
Scholarship Program is designed to support 
career and professional development for 
women in funeral service by helping offset the 
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“I would 
recommend this 

conference to any 
of the women in 
the business that 
want to grow in a 

leadership 
perspective or want 

to be able to 
network with other 

women in the 
business and learn 
new things among 

the fellow 
attendees.” 

FSF honors scholarship recipients Christine Bushby, Pratville, Al.; 
Terry Parrish, Mesquite, Tx.; Jorida Mihali-Allison, Lincoln Park, Mi.; 
Kavita Pavamani, Parkville, Md.; and Isabel Espinosa,  
Donaldsonville, La. 
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It’s now the end of the first quarter of the Second Session of 
the 113th Congress and we have seen history made. Despite 
of or maybe because of the fact that 2014 is an election 
year, Congress has passed several major bipartisan bills 
including the FY 2014 Budget, raising the debt ceiling, 
reauthorizing flood insurance and legislation to remove the 
cost of living cuts for retired veterans under the age of 62. 
Will this trend continue? Highly unlikely. With Primary season 
upon us and the general election in just 8 months, the two sides 
will be ramping up their election year rhetoric and widening 
the gap between the two parties. For example, the House 
Republican FY 2015 budget which begins in October 2014 is 
being highly contested by the Democrats. 

NFDA continues to be involved in several issues that will impact 
funeral service. Set forth below is a brief summary of these 
current issues. 

Funeral Rule Improvement Act of 2014 (H.R. 4213) – 
Introduced at the request of NFDA, the bill would amend the 
definitions of “Funeral Provider” and “Funeral Services” in the 
FTC Funeral Rule to include all for-profit sellers of funeral or 
final disposition goods or services. The bill has been referred 
to the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Commerce, Manufacturing and Trade. We will be meeting 
with the Majority and Minority staffs of the Subcommittee to 
discuss our bill and determine what actions the Subcommittee 
may have planned for it. We also will be working hard to 
secure a Senate sponsor to introduce a Senate version of the 
House bill. NFDA members are urged to go to the Congress-At
-A-Click function on the NFDA website and send an e-mail to 
your House members asking them to co-sponsor H.R. 4213 and 
actively support its passage. 

 Health Insurance Tax (H.R.763/S.603 and H.R. 3367) – NFDA 
has joined 35 other small-business groups in supporting and 
actively advocating for passage of legislation to repeal or 
delay the onerous health insurance tax created by the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

H.R.763, entitled the “Jobs and Premium Protection Act of 
2013,” has been introduced in the House and now has over 
226 co-sponsors from both sides of the political aisle. A 
companion bill, S.603, has been introduced in the Senate and 
has more than 26 co-sponsors and supporters from both 
parties as well. (NOTE: it takes 217 votes in the House to pass 
a bill and 51 votes in the Senate unless Cloture is invoked. It 
then would require at least 60 votes.) H.R. 3367 simply delays 
the imposition of the tax for two years. 

 Beginning this year, the tax will be imposed on insurance 
companies that offer fully insured coverage. The tax will be 
assessed on the net earned health insurance premiums as a 
percentage of their total premiums.  

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has stated that the 
tax “would be largely passed through to consumers [small and 
family-owned businesses] in the form of higher premiums for 
private coverage.”  

A recent study by Oliver Wyman Company found that on 
average, across all states from 2014-2023; premiums will 
increase $2,794 for small-business employees with an 
individual plan and $6,883 for those with a family plan. In 
2014, the first year of the new tax, the average increase in 
premiums will range from 1.9 to 2.3 percent. By 2023, the 
expected increases will range from 2.8 to 3.7 percent. 

While there is such strong support for these bills, it is now very 
problematic that any of them will be considered this year as 
stand alone bills. However, we do believe that either the 
repeal bill or the delay bill may be included as part of the 
compromise budget or tax agreement now being developed 
and probably introduced later this year but not actively 
considered until after the election in a Lame Duck Session. 
NFDA will keep members updated as these bills progress 
through the legislative process. 

NFDA Legislative Update 



The National Funeral Directors Association 
(NFDA) today announced that Daniel M. 
Clark and Steve Gilliland will headline its 
2014 International Convention & Expo.  

For the second year in a row, NFDA will 
feature a free NFDA Special Engagement 
session on Wednesday afternoon. This 
year, NFDA is pleased to welcome Jeff 
Hargett from The Ritz-Carlton Leadership 
Center. The NFDA Convention will take 
place October 12-15 at the Music City 
Center in Nashville, Tenn. 

Daniel M. Clark, CSP, CPAE, Dan Clark 
and Associates, Salt Lake City, Utah 
The Art of Significance: Life Changing 
Leadership 
Opening General Session 
Monday, October 13, 9:45 a.m. 

Successful people identify themselves in 
terms of what they do and seek what's 
impressive. Significant individuals identify 
themselves in terms of who they are and 
seek what's important. Attendees will leave 
Clark's inspiring session with an 
understanding of the Twelve Highest 
Universal Laws of Significance that surpass 
"doing the right thing." To achieve 
significance, a person must relentlessly 
pursue a daily path of personal refinement 
and peak performance, making sure their 
purpose is what they say it is and their 
influence is what it needs to be. 
 

Steve Gilliland, Steve Gilliland Inc., 
Mocksville, N.C. 
Enjoy the Ride™ 
Closing General Session, 
Wednesday, October 15, noon 

A blueprint for getting the most out of life, 
Enjoy The Ride™ is a hilarious and eye-
opening motivational experience that will 
cause attendees to examine where they 
are both personally and professionally. 
Discover how to evolve and appreciate, 
rather than simply maintain and exist. 
According to Gilliland, if individuals want 
to achieve true success and fulfillment, they 
must first discover an enthusiasm for their 
work and personal life – then decide 

where they are heading, get on the bus, 
choose the right seat and Enjoy The Ride. 

Jeff Hargett, Senior Corporate Director, 
Culture Transformation, The Ritz-Carlton 
Leadership Center 
"Radar On-Antenna Up": The Ritz-Carlton 
Method of Fulfilling Unexpressed Wishes and 
Needs 
NFDA Special Engagement 
Wednesday, October 15, 2 p.m. 

There is no greater experience in service 
delivery than to surprise and delight a 
customer. During this NFDA Special 
Engagement, attendees will learn how the 
Ladies and Gentlemen of The Ritz-Carlton 
take service excellence to the highest levels 
every day. Hargett will share the 
importance of a written service strategy, 
the difference between customers' 
expressed and unexpressed wishes, and 
the power of creating unique, memorable 
and personal experiences. 
 

The NFDA International Convention & Expo 
is the world's largest gathering of funeral 
directors and helps attendees achieve 
more in their businesses, communities and 
lives. The latest information, including 
details on how to register for the 
Convention and reserve hotel rooms, can 
be found by visiting www.nfda.org/
nashville2014 or calling 800-228-6332. 
Those who wish to attend convention can 
save up to $100 on the registration fee 
when they register on or before 
September 5. 

NFDA thanks its 2014 International 
Convention & Expo sponsors: 

 Platinum Sponsor: Federated Insurance 

 Gold Sponsors: Frazer Consultants, 
NGL Insurance Group 

 Silver Sponsors: Aurora, Bass-Mollett 
Publishers, Batesville, Facultatieve 
Technologies, The HELPCard, Jefferson 
Gardens, Madelyn Company, 
Messenger, Nomis Publications Inc. 

 Bronze Sponsor: Doric Products Inc. 

NFDA Convention Keynote Speakers Will Inspire Personal and Professional Success 
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NFDA 2014 
International 

Convention & Expo 
Oct.12-15, 2014 

Nashville, TN 
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This month, the National Funeral Directors 
Association (NFDA) will release the eighth 
edition of "The History of American Funeral 
Directing" by Robert Habenstein and 
William Lamers. 

"This book is a landmark text in funeral 
service, particularly for students in funeral 
service education programs," said NFDA's 
Vice President of Professional Development 
Colleen Murphy Klein. "We're pleased to 
help students and experienced funeral 
directors understand and appreciate the 
remarkable history of funeral service." 

This richly illustrated 387-page book offers 
a comprehensive look at the history of 
funeral service in the United States. The new 
edition includes: 

 Updated chapters: "Institutional Growth 
and Modern Associational Developments" 
and "The Panorama of Modern Funeral 
Practice" 

 Up-to-date industry statistics using the 
latest research and data from sources such 
as the U.S. Census Bureau, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and the 
American Board of Funeral Service 
Education 

 An updated "Future – Overview" section 
using the most recent data projections 
The cost of the eighth edition of "The History 
of American Funeral Directing" is $65 
(ISBN# 978-0-615-98940-2). The book can 
be purchased online through the NFDA 
Resource Store, www.nfda.org/
resources (NFDA product code BK505), or 
by calling the association at 800-228-6332. 

NFDA Offers New Look and Updates to “The History of American Funeral Directing” 

NFDA Leadership Conference: Building Critical Leadership Skills 
Registration is now open for the 
2014 National Funeral Directors 
Association (NFDA) Leadership 
Conference, which will take place 
July 13-16 at the Meritage Resort 
and Spa in Napa Valley, Calif. 
During this one-of-a-kind event, 
current and aspiring leaders and 
volunteers will develop essential 
skills that will help them make a 
positive impact on their state and 
national funeral service associations. 

This year's NFDA Leadership 
Conference is packed with speakers 
and opportunities for discussion that 
will help attendees walk away with 
the tools and resources necessary to 
help them be innovative and 
effective funeral service leaders. 

Model Laws: How Does Your State 
Score? presented by T. Scott 
Gilligan, NFDA general counsel 

Managing the Media – What You 
Need to Know NOW presented by 
Sue Castorino, Speaking Specialists 

Steps to Becoming a Great Board 
Member presented by Mark Alcorn, 
JD, MBA, Alcorn Associates 

Online Engagement: Tech Terms & 
Tools Made Easy presented by 
Santiago Jaramillo, Blue Bridge 
Digital 

Leadership Conference attendees 
will also participate in the always 
popular "Breakout by Office" 
discussions during which association 
officers can talk about issues unique 
to their role and share ideas for 
success. 

More information about the 
speakers can be found on the NFDA 
website,www.nfda.org/leadership. 

Conference guests can reconnect 
with old friends and make new ones 
during the complimentary Welcome 
Reception on Sunday, July 13. On 
Tuesday evening, July 15, attendees 
can relax at An Evening in Wine 
Country at Artesa Winery 
(registration required). 

In addition to valuable educational 
programs, attendees will have an 
opportunity to network with 
colleagues and friends during 
optional tours and excursions that 
NFDA has arranged. 

Detailed tour descriptions and 
registration information are on the 
NFDA website,www.nfda.org/
leadership. Attendees will register 
for excursions through Impact 
Destinations and Events; registration 
for the golf outing will be 
coordinated through NFDA. 

The registration deadline is June 27. 
Attendees can register online 
atwww.nfda.org/leadership or by 
calling NFDA at 800-228-6332. 

NFDA 2014 
Leadership 
Conference 

July 13-16, 2014 
Napa Valley, CA 
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Classifieds 

Classified ads are provided as a complimentary service to LFDA members. Ads will run for one issue, unless an 
extension is requested.  To place your classified ad, send a Word document with the information to: 

 
LFDA News 

P.O. Box 8253 
Baton Rouge, LA 70884 

Or Email: lfda@tatmangroup.com 
 

The ad will appear in the following newsletter. The printed ad should not be deemed to constitute a 
recommendation or endorsement of any type by LFDA. 

Advertisers Index 
Company Page Ad 

Appears 

Batesville 23 

Bass-Mollett Publishers 17 

Cullen Investment Group 4 

Federated Insurance 9 

First Guaranty Insurance Company 18 

Lamcraft 5 

Matthew’s Casket 22 

Miller & Sons Funeral Car Sales 15 

Security National Life Insurance 7 

Selected Funeral Life Insurance Company 13 

Stephanie Hoffpauir 19 



 

P.O. Box 82531 
Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
Phone:  225.767.7640 
Fax:  225.767.7648 
lfda@tatmangroup.com 
www.lfdaweb.org 

Save the Date! 

 
NFDA Leadership Conference July 13-16, 2013 

Meritage Resort and Spa 
Napa Valley, California 

NFDA International Convention & Expo October 12-15, 2014 Nashville, TN 

LFDA Fall Meeting September 2013 TBD 

LFDA Last Chance Meeting December 2013 TBD 


